

SPU 

Rub malt between your hands to get the come or fronting 
dean away. Mortime’s Husbandry. 

1. To fboot into ramifications. 

Vitriol is apt to fprout with moidure. Bacon. 

3. To grow. 

Th’ enliv’ning dud its head begins to rear. 

And on the afhes /(routing plumes appear. Tics ell. 

Sprout, n.f. [from the verb.] A {hoot of a vegetable. 

Stumps of trees, lying out of the ground, will put fort 1 

fprouts for a time. Bacon ‘ 

Early ere the odorous breath of morn 
Awakes the numbering leaves, or tafi'el d horn 
Shakes the high thicket, hade I all about. 

Number my ranks, and vifit every Jprout. Milton. 

To this kid, taken out of the womb, were brought in the 
tender fprout: of flmibs; and, after it had tafted, began to cat 
of fuch as are the ufual food of goats. Ray on the Citation. 
SPRUCE, ad). [Siinner derives this word from preux, r renUi; 
but he propofes it with hefitation: Junius thinks it comes from 
fprout ; Cafauban trifles yet more contemptibly. 1 know not 
whence to deduce it, except from pruce. In ancient books 
we find furniture of pruce a thing coftly and elegant, and 
thence probably came /pruce ] Nice; trim; neat without 
elegance. 

The tree 

That wraps that cryftal in a wooden tomb, 

Shall be took up /pruce, fill’d with diamond. Dame. 

Thou wilt not leave me in the middle ftreet, 

Tho’ fome more /pruce companion thou do’It meet. Donne. 

Along the crifped (hades and bow rs 
Revels the /pruce and jocund Spring; 

The graces, and the rofy-Sofom’d hours, 

Thither all their bounties bring. Milton. 

I mud not flip into too (pruce a (tyle for fenous matters ; and 
yet I approve not that dull infipid way of writing pradhlcu by 

many chymifts. . °' J 

He put his band and beard in order. 

The /(nicer to accoft and boaid her. Hudibras. 

He is fo (pruce, that he can never be genteel. i atlei. 

' This Tim makes a ftrange figure with that raggedI coat.un¬ 
der his livery: can’t he go jpruce and clean ? Arbutbntt. 

To Spruce, v.n. [from the noun.] Io drefs with affedtd 

Spru'cebeer. n./.\ [from /pruce, a kind of fir.] Leer 1 

tured with branches of fir. . . 

In ulcers of the kidneys /prucebeer is a good balfarmck. Art?. 
Spru'celeather. n./. [Corrupted for Prufiian leather.] AmJ. 

The leather was of Pruce. P/yden s Falks. 

Spru'ceness. n./. [from /pruce.] Neatnefs without elegance. 
Sprung. The preterite and participle paflive of fprtng. 

Tall Norway fir, their mads in battle (pent, 

And Englifh oaks,/(rung leaks, and planks, redore. Dryd. 

Now from beneath Maleas’airy height. 

Aloft (he fprung, and deer’d to Thebes her flight Pope. 
Who Iprung from kings (hall know lefs joy than I. Pope. 
Sprunt. n./. Any thin^ that is (hort and will not eafily bend. 

Spud. n.f. A (hort knife. 

My love to Sheelah is more firmly fixt, 

Than dronged weeds that grow thefe dones betwixt: 

My /pud thefe nettles from the dones can part. 

No knife fo keen to weed thee from my heart. Swift. 
Spu'llers of Yarn. n.f. Are fuch as are employed to fee that 
it be well fpun, and fit for the loom. Vitt ' 

SPUME, n. f. [/puma, Latin.] Foam; froth. 

Materials dark and crude, 

Of fpirituous and fiery /puttie, ’till touch d 
With heaven’s ray, and temper’d, they (hoot forth 
So beauteous, op’ning to the ambient light. Mi.ton. 

Waters frozen in pans, after their diffolution, leave a froth 
and fpume upon them, which are caufed by the airy parts d.f- 
fufed by the congealable mixture. Brown s Vulgar Err ours. 
To Spume, v.n. [fpumo, Latin.] To foam; to froth. 
Spu'mous. 7 adj. [Jpumeus , Latin ; from the noun.] frothy; 

The caufe is the putrefitelion of the body by unnatural heat. 
the putrifying parts differ a turgefcence, and becoming airy 
and jpumsus, afeend into the furface of the water. Brawn. 
Not with more madnefs, rolling from afar. 

The fpumy waves proclaim the wat’ry war; 

And mounting upwards with a mighty roar, 

March onwards, and infult the rocky (bore. Dry. in. 

The fpum'jus and florid date of the blood, in pafling through 
the lungs, arifes from its own eladicity, and its violent motion, 
the aerial particles expanding themfelvcs. Arbutnno . 

Spun. The preterite and part. pall, of /pin. 

The nymph nor /pun, nor drefs’d with artful pride; 

Her ved was gather’d up, her hair was ty’d. Addijon. 

Spunge. n.f [fpongia, Latin.] A fpongc. See Sponge. 

When he needs what you have glean’d, it is but fqueezmg 
you, and ,/punge, you (ball be dry again. Sbakc/p. Hamlet. 

Confidering the motion that was j/npreffed by the painter s 
hand upon the fpunge, compounded with the fpccinck gravity 


s p u£ 1R 

of the fpunge and the refidance cf the air, the fp„nr e jjj . 
chanically and unavoidably move in that particular |j,/ V 
motion. Berttlcfs Sermnyf 

To Spunge. v.n. [Rather To/pongef] To hang on bffiiwV* 
maintenance. 

This will maintain you, with the perquifite of fp, m .; KZ 
while you are young. ^ " Swift to'U n ~ 

Spu'ng inchouse, n.f [ fpunge and bcu/e.] A houfe to which 
debtors arc taken before commitment to prifon, where th 
bailiffs fponge upon them, or riot at their cod. 

A bailiff kept you the whole evening in a /purgingbsufi. S w - 
Spu'ncy. cdj. [from fpunge.]. 

1. Full of fmall holes, and foft like a fpunge. 

Some Englifh wool, vex’d in a Helgian loom. 

And into cloth of jpungy foftnel' made, 

Did into France or colder Denmark roam, 

To ruin with worfc air our daplc trade. Dry& r 

2. Wet; moid; watery. 

7 here is no lady of more (offer bowels, 

More fpungy to fuck in the fenfe of fear. Shah/petfe 
I faw Jove’s bird, the Roman eagle, wing’d 
FrOlii the Jpungy South to this part of the Wed, 

7 ’liere vanilh’d in the fun-beams. Shake/. Cjmbelini, 

3. Drunken; wet with liquor. 

What cannot we put upon 

His fpungy officers ? Sljake/peari. 

Spunk, n.f Rotten wood; touchwood. See Sponk.' 

To make white powder, the bed way is by the powder of 
rotten willows: Jpunk, or touchwood prepared, might perhaps 
make it ruffet. Brown 1 f ulgar Ertfurs. 

SPUR. n.J. [j-pur-a, Sax. /pore, Danifh, Iflandick, and Dutch; 
efperon, French.] 

1. A {harp point fixed in the rider’s heel, with which he pricks 
hishorfe to drive him forward 

He borrowing that homely armour for want of a better, 
had come upon the /pur to redeem Philoclca’s picture. SiLty. 
Whether the body politick be 
A hoi fe whereon the governour doth ride. 

Who, newly in the feat, that it may know 

He can command it, lets it draight fee! th e fpur. Shale/. 

He prcfcntly fet [purs to his horfc, and departed with the 
red of the company. Knolless H'Jlory of the Turks. 

Was I for this entitled, fir, 

And girt with rudy fword and /pur. 

For fame and honour to wage battle ? HudHras. 

2. Incitement; indigation. 

Seeing then that nothing can move, unlefs there be fome 
end, the defire whereof provoketh unto motion, how fhould 
that divine power of the foul, that fpirit of our mind, cver iur 
itlelf into a£tion, unlefs it have alfo the like /pur ? Hooker. 

What need we any /pur, but our own caufe, 

To prick us to redrefs ? Shake/. Julius C-rfar. 

His laws are deep, and not vulgar; not made upon th sjpur 
of a particular occafion, but out of providence of the future, 
to make his people more and more happy. Bacon. 

Reward is the /pur of virtue in all good arts, all laudaJe 
attempts; and emulation, which is the other /fur, will never 
be wanting, when particular rewards are proposed. Dryia. 
7'he chief, if not only, /pur to human indudry and ztUon, 

15 Theformer may be a /pur to the latter, ’till age makes him 
in love with the dudy, without any childifh ba,t. bw 
2. A dimulus; a prick ; any thing that galls and tcazes. 

Grief and patience, rooted tn him both, 

Mingle their /purs together. Ska kej • )”• • 1 * 

4. The diarp points on the legs of a cock with which hi : . 

Of birds the bill is of like matter with the teeth.^ 

il^S’Lpons to defend and offend. £ 
talons, fome claws, fome Jpurs and beaks. 

5. Anv thing danding out; a fnag. 

The drong bas’d promontory 

Have I made (hake, and pluckt up by thc^arr 
The pine and cedar. 

To Spur. v. a. [from the noun.] 

To prick with the fpur; to drive with the fpur- 
My friend, who always takes careto cureh.sl.o 
ing fits, /purred him up to the very fide of the coaci 

Your father, when he mounted, Dniiai. 

Rein’d ’em in drongly, and hejpurr d * en J hc finds his 

Who would be at the trouble of learning, ^1 

ignorance is careffed ? But 
them, you make them men; for though t ) 
mettle, yet, if they ar e/purred and kicked, the^ 

their pace. - 

2 . To indigate; to incite; to urge forward. 

Lovers break not hours, 

Unlefs it be to come before their time: 

So much they/pur their expedition. b temp^ ffith 

Let the awe he has got upon their minds be w thcl r 

the marks of good-will, that affection may [par 
duty. • 3 - T ° 


I. 



SAMUEL JOHNSON 



A Dictionary of the English Langi 


Dryd. Ain. 


3 - To Kcbc /purr'd to wliat it loatlts. Shdkcfpean. 

To Spur. v - "■ .. . 

t-avcl with great expedition. „ , , 

With backward bows the Parthians (hall ne there. 

And (purring from the fight, confcis their fear: 

A double wreath [hall crown our Cwiar s brows. Dryd\a. 

n To prers forward. 

Afcanius took th’alarm, while yet he led, 

And /purring on, his equals loon o’erpafs d. 

jsrnw sk stst- 

sfJZStfZo* if] thc r v“'- 

I was not made a horle, 

And vet I bear a burthen like an afs, , . 

Spur valid and tir’d, by jaunting Bolmgbroke. Shah/peart. 

What! (hall each fpurgaU’d hackney of the day, 

Or each new pcnlion d fycophant, pretend 
To break my windows, if I treat a friend. Pope. 

Spurge, r.f. [e/purge, French; fpurgie, Dutch, from pur go, 

I aiin ] A plant violently purgative. Spurge is a general 
name in Englifc for all milky purgative plants. Skinner. 

The flower confifls of one leaf, of the globous bell fliape, 
'cut into fevcral moon-lbaped fegments, and cncompaffed by 
t.vo little leaves, which feem to perform the office of a flower- 
cup • the pointal is for the mod part triangular, which rifes 
from the bottom of the flower, and becomes a fruit of the 
fame (hape, divided into three cells, each containing an oblong 
feed. Every part of the plant abounds with a milky juice. 
There are feventy-one fpecies of this plant, of which wart- 
wort is one. The firll fort, called broad-leaved (purge, is a 
biennial plant, and ufed in medicine under the name of cata- 
putia minor. 7 'he milky juice in thefe plants is ufed by fome 
10 deflroy warts; but particular care (hould be taken in the 
application, bccaufc it is a drong caudick. Miller. 

The leaves of cataputia, or /purge, being plucked upwards 
or downwards, perform their operations by purge or vomit, 
is a drange conceit, aferibing unto plants pofitional opera¬ 
tions. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Spurge Laurel, or Meoureon. n.f. {thyrne'tsa, Latin.J A plant. 
The characters arc: the flower confifls of one leaf; is, for 
the mod part, funnel-fhaped, and cut into four fegments; 
from whofe centre rifes the pointal, which afterward becomes 
an oval fruit, which is in fome full of juice, but in others is 
dry. In each is contained one oblong feed. It is a rou-h 
purge. Miller. 

SPURIOUS, adj. [fpurius, Latin ] 

3 . Not genuine; counterfeit; adulterine. 

The coin that fliows the firfl is generally rejected as [fu¬ 
rious, nor is the other efleemed more authcntick by the prefent 
Roman medalids. Addijon on Italy. 

If any thing clfe has been printed, in which we really had 
any hand, it is loaded with fpurious additions. Swift. 

2 . Not legitimate; baflard. 

Your Scipio’s, Cadar’s, Pompcy’s, and your Cato’s, 

Thefe gods on earth, arc all the jpurious brood 
Of violated maids. Adtlifotis Cato. 

Sru'RLiNG. n.f. [ i/perlan, French.] A fmall fea-fi(h. 
All-faints, do lay for poike and fowfe, 

For fprats and fpurltngs for your houfe. Tufer. 

ToSpurn. v. a. [j-pojinan, Saxon.] 

X. To kick ; to Arikc or drive with the foot. 

They fuppos’d I could rend bars of fleet. 

And fpurn in pieces pods of adamant. Shake/. Henry VI. 

Say my requefl’s unjud, 

And fpurn me back; but if it be not fo, 

Thou art not honed. Sbakefprare's Ccriolanus. 

You that did void your rheum upon my beard. 

And foot me as you fpurn a flrangcr cur 
Over your thrcftioid. Shak. Merchant of Venice. 

He in the (urging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurn’d the ground. Milton. 

So was I forc’d 

7 0 do a fovercign juflice to myfelf, 

fpurn thee from my prefence. Dryden's Dan Scbnjlian. 

I hen will I draw up my legs, and /(urn her from me with 

m >' fo “ t * Addifons Spectator. 

A milk-white bull (hall at your altars fland. 

That threat' a fight, and fpurns the rifing fand. Po/c. 

When Athens finks by fates unjud, 

W hen wild barbarians fpurn her dud. Pope 

Now they, who reach Parnaffus’ lofty crown. 

Employ their pains to fpurn fome others down. Pope. 
2. lorejcdt;. to (corn; to put away with contempt; to difdain*. 
in wifdom I mould afle your name; 

But fince thy outfide looks fo fair and warlike* 
hat Cafe and nicely I might well delay, 

•> T X r p U ' C ° f I difdain an ijpurn. Sbakefpeart. 

4. x o treat wish contempt. Jt 

tW D °r ! ? CfHck5 wiI1 pn >’ a more fearful fervice, when they find 

niaflcKtePt” 0 ' beC3ufc fortune has Ia5d them ^t^heir 

Locke, 


To St>URW. v.n. •'w.te ^ 

j. 7’o make contemptuous oppofition; to make tniolent re¬ 
fidance'. 

A fon to blunt the fword 

That guards the peace and fafety of your perfon j 
Nay more, to /purn at your mod royal image. 

1 , Pandulph, do religioufly demand 
Why thou againd the church, our holy mother. 

So wilfully do’d fpurn ? S/takeJp. King J ohn. 

Inflate! me why 

Vanoc (hould fpurn againd our rule, and dir 
7 he tributary provinces to war. Philips's Britan. 

2 . To tofs up the heels; to kick or druggie. 

The drunken chairman in the kennel fpurn-. 

The glades (hatters, and his charge o’erturns. Gay. 

Spurn, n.f [from the veib.J Kick; infolent and contemp¬ 
tuous treatment. 

The infolence of office, and the /pla ns 
That patient merit of th’ unworthy takes. Sha/erfp. Hamlet. 

Spu'rney. n . f . A plant. 

Spu'rker. n.f [from fpur.] One who ufes fpurs. 

Spu'riuer. n.f [from Jpur.] One who makes fpurs. 

Spu'rry. n.f. [Jpergn/a, Latin.] A plant. 

Sparry feed is (own in the low countries in Summer, the firfl 
time in May, that it may flower in June and July; and in 
Atigud the feed is ripe. Mortimer’s Husbandry. 

To Spurt, v.n. [See To Spirt.] To fly out with a quick 
dream. 

If from a punilure of a lancet, the manner of the /parting 
out of the blood will (hew- it. IVi/etnan s Surgery. 

Spu'rway. n.f. [fpur and way.] A horfeway; a bridle-road; 
difliitei from a road for carriages. 

Sputa'tion. n.J. [ Jputum, Latin.] The adl of (pitting. 

A moid confumption receives its nomenclature from a moid 
fputation, or expectoration: a dry one is known by its dry 
cou gh. Harvey on ConJUmptions. 

To SPUTTER, v. n. [/put:, Latin.] 

1. To emit moiflure in fmall flying drops. 

If a manly drop or two fall down. 

It fealds along my cheeks, like the green wood. 

That f/putt'ring in the flame, works outward into tears. Dry. 

7. To fly out in fmall particles with fome noife. 

The nightly virgin, while her wheel (he plies; 

Forefees the dorms impending in the (kies, 

When fparkling lamps their Jputt'ring light advance, 

And in the fockcts oily bubbles dance. Dryden „ 

3. To fpeak haflily and obfcurely, as with the mouth full; to 
throw out the fpittle by hady fpeech. 

A pinking owl fat /puttering at the fun, and afked him what 
he meant to dand daring her in the eyes. L’E/lrange. 

They could neither of them (peak their rage; and fo fell 
a Jputtering at one another, like two roading apples. Congreve . 

Though he /putter through a feflion. 

It never makes the lead impreffion; 

Whate’er he fpeaks for madnefs goes. Swift. 

To Spu'tPer. v. a. To throw out with noife and hefi¬ 
tation. 

Thou do’d with lies the throne invade, 

Obtending heav’n for whate’er ills befall; 

And /putt ring under fpecious names thy gall. Dryden. 

In the midfl of carcffes, and without the lead pretended in¬ 
citement, to /putter out the bafefl accufations! Swift. 

Spu'tterer. n.f [from fputter.] One that (putters. 

SPY. n.f [yfpio, VVcKh ; e/pion, French; [pie, Dutch ; fpecula- 
tor, Latin. It is obferved by a German, that fpj has been in 
all ages a word by which the eye, or office of the eye, has been 
expreffed : thus the Arimafpiuns of old, fabled to have but one 
eye, were fo called from ari, which, among the nations of 
Caueajus , dill fignifies one, and /pi, which has been received 
from the old Afiatick languages for an eye, fight, or one that 
ftesf\ One fent to watch the conduct or motions of othersj 
one fent to gain intelligence in an enemy’s camp or country. 

VV e’ll hear poor rogues 

Talk of court news, and we’ll talk with them too, 

Ahd take upon’s the myflery of things. 

As if we were God’s jpies. * Shakefp. King Leer. 

Spies of theVolfcians 

Held me in chace, that I vyas forc’d to wheel 
Three or four miles about. Shakefpeare’s Coriolanus. 

Every corner was pofleffed by diligent Jpies upon their 
mafler and miflrefs. Clarendon. 

1 come no fpy. 

With purpofe to explore, or todidurb, 

The fecrets of your realm. Milton's Paradifie Lcfl. 

Such command we had, 

To fee that none thence iffu’d forth a fry. 

Or enemy, while God was in his work/ MiltcH. 

Nothing lies hid from radiant eyes; 

All theyfubdue become their Jpies; 

Secrets, as chofen jewels, are 

Prefented to oblige the fair. Waller. 


































































































































































